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CHAPTER 2 
Fire Prevention 

 
§ 3-2-1  Volunteer Fire Department Officially Recognized; Organization 
§ 3-2-2  Impeding Fire Equipment Prohibited 
§ 3-2-3  Police Power of the Department; Investigation of Fires 
§ 3-2-4  Damaging Fire Hose Prohibited 
§ 3-2-5  Firemen May Enter Adjacent Property 
§ 3-2-6  Duty of Bystanders to Assist 
§ 3-2-7  Vehicles to Yield Right-of-Way 
§ 3-2-8  Interference with Use of Hydrants Prohibited 
§ 3-2-9  Open Burning 
 
 
SEC. 3-2-1  VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED;   
  ORGANIZATION.  

(a)  The Prairie du Sac Volunteer Fire Department is hereby officially recognized and 
the duty of conducting the Fire Department is hereby delegated to such organiza-
tion, and its organization and internal regulations shall be governed by the 
constitution and bylaws of that organization, insofar as they do not conflict with the 
provisions of this Chapter. 

(b)  MEMBERSHIP COMPENSATION. The company shall number not less than 
twenty-two (22) able-bodied men between the ages of eighteen (18) and sixty-two 
(62). Members of the Fire Department shall receive no set salary but shall be paid 
such sum as the Village Board shall deem a reasonable compensation for the 
services of such firemen. 

 
 
SEC. 3-2-2  IMPEDING FIRE EQUIPMENT PROHIBITED 
 

No person shall impede the progress of the fire engine or fire truck or other fire apparatus of 
the Prairie du Sac Volunteer Fire Department along the streets or alleys of such Village at 
the time of a fire or when the Fire Department of the Village is using such streets or alleys in 
response to a fire alarm or for practice. 

 
SEC. 3-2-3  POLICE POWER OF THE DEPARTMENT; INVESTIGATION OF FIRES. 
 

(a)  POLICE AUTHORITY AT FIRES. 
(1)  The Chief and assistants or officers in command at any fire are hereby 

vested with full and complete police authority at fires. Any officer of the 
department may cause the arrest of any person failing to give the 
right-of-way to the fire department in responding to a fire. 

(2)  The Fire Chief may prescribe certain limits in the vicinity of any fire within 
which no persons, excepting firemen and policemen and those admitted by 
order of any officer of the Department, shall be permitted to come. 

(3)  The Chief shall have the power to cause the removal of any property 
whenever it shall become necessary for the preservation of such property 
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from fire or to prevent the spreading of fire or to protect the adjoining 
property, and during the progress of any fire he shall have the power to  

 cause the removal of all wires or other facilities and the turning off of all 
electricity or other services where the same impedes the work of the 
department during the progress of a fire. 

(b)  FIRE INSPECTION DUTIES. 
(1) While acting as fire inspector pursuant to Sec. 101.14(2), Wis. Stats., the Fire 

Chief, or any officer of the Fire Department designated by the Fire Chief, 
shall have the right and authority to enter any building or upon any 
premises in the Village of Prairie du Sac at all reasonable hours for the 
purpose of making inspections or investigations which, under the 
provisions of this Code of Ordinances, he may deem necessary. 

(2)  The Chief of the Fire Department is required, by himself or by officers or 
members of the Fire Department designated by him as fire inspectors, to 
inspect all buildings, premises, and public thoroughfares, except the 
interiors of private dwellings, for the purpose of ascertaining and causing to 
be corrected any conditions liable to cause fire, or any violations of any law 
or ordinance relating to the fire hazard or to the prevention of fires. Such 
inspections shall be made at least once in six (6) months in all of the 
territory served by such Fire Department, and not less than once in three (3) 
months in such territory as the Village Board has designated or thereafter 
designates as within the fire limits or as a congested district subject to 
conflagration, and oftener as the Chief of the Fire Department orders. Each 
six- (6-) month period shall begin on January 1 and July 1, and each three- 
(3-) month period on January 1, April 1, July 1 and October 1 of each year. 
The Fire Inspector may inspect the facilities where hazardous chemicals are 
stored. 

(3)  Written reports of inspections shall be made and kept on file in the office of 
the Chief of the Fire Department in the manner and form required by the 
Department of Industry, Labor and Human Relations. 

 
 State Law Reference: Section 101.14(2), Wis. Stats. 
 
SEC. 3-2-4  DAMAGING FIRE HOSE PROHIBITED. 
 

No person shall willfully injure in any manner, any hose, hydrant or fire apparatus belonging 
to the Village, and no vehicle shall be driven over any unprotected hose of the Fire 
Department when laid down on any street, private driveway or other place, to be used at any 
fire or alarm of fire, without the consent of the Fire Department official in command. 

 
SEC. 3-2-5  FIREMEN MAY ENTER ADJACENT PROPERTY. 
 

It shall be lawful for any fireman while acting under the direction of the Fire Chief or other 
officer in command to enter upon the premises adjacent to or in the vicinity of any building 
or other property then on fire for the purpose of extinguishing such fire and in case any 
person shall hinder, resist or obstruct any fireman in the discharge of his duty as is 
hereinbefore provided, the person so offending shall be deemed guilty of resisting firemen in 
the discharge of their duty. 
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SEC. 3-2-6  DUTY OF BYSTANDERS TO ASSIST. 
 

Every person who shall be present at a fire shall be subject to the orders of the Fire Chief or 
officer in command and may be required to render assistance in fighting the fire or in 
removing or guarding property. Such officer shall have the power to cause the arrest of any 
person or persons refusing to obey said orders. 

 
SEC. 3-2-7  VEHICLES TO YIELD RIGHT-OF-WAY. 
 

Whenever there shall be a fire or fire alarm, or the Fire Department shall be out for practice, 
every person driving or riding in a motor or other vehicle shall move and remain to the side 
of the street until the fire engine and fire truck and other fire apparatus shall have passed. 

 
SEC. 3-2-8  INTERFERENCE WITH USE OF HYDRANTS PROHIBITED. 
 

No person shall occupy any portion of such streets or alleys with a motor or other vehicle 
between such fire engine or fire truck or other fire apparatus or any hydrant to which a fire 
hose may be, or may be about to be attached. 

 
SEC. 3-2-9  OPEN BURNING. 

 
(a)  OPEN BURNING PROHIBITED. No person, firm or corporation shall build or 

maintain any outdoor fire within the Village of Prairie du Sac except as set forth in 
Subsection (b) below.  For purposes hereof, the term “outdoor fire” means any fire 
exterior of a structure, that does not provide useable heat for the benefit of the 
interior of any structure(s) and where the products of combustion are emitted into 
the air without passing through any significant chimney.  Notwithstanding the 
provisions of subsection (b) below, no outdoor fire authorized there under shall burn 
yard waste; rubbish; garbage; construction materials; treated, varnished or painted 
wood; plywood; plastics; rubber (synthetic or otherwise), or recyclables.   

(b)  EXCEPTIONS. The following are limited exceptions to the restrictions on open 
burning: 
(1)  Outdoor cooking over a fire contained in a device or structure designed for 

such use and authorized in Sec. 10-4-11 of this Code or small fires 
contained within an outdoor recreation heating device authorized pursuant 
to Sec. 10-4-11, on private property, or public parks in permitted locations, 
provided that the Fire Chief may require such fires to be extinguished when 
complaints are received regarding smoke or ash residue infringing on 
adjacent properties. Whenever a portable fireplace or grill is located on a 
combustible surface, such as a wooden deck, a noncombustible material 
shall be placed under and around the fireplace or grill for a distance of 24 
inches on each side thereof.  Regardless of type or size, no barbecue, gas, 
charcoal or electric grill, or any other burning receptacle, shall be stored or 
used or be closer than 15 feet to a building with three or more dwelling 
units.  This section is not intended to allow the presence or use of a burning 
barrel within the Village of Prairie du Sac. 
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(2)  Controlled burning of grass or similar vegetation for environmental 
management purposes with the prior written approval of the Fire Chief. 
Such permit shall be secured from the Fire Chief a minimum of five (5) 
days prior to the burning date. 

(3)  Ceremonial campfires or bonfires, with prior written approval of the Fire 
Chief. 

(4)  Other occasions of desirable outdoor burning not specified by this 
subsection, but not as an alternative to refuse removal or disposal of which 
other methods are available, may be granted single occasion approval as in 
subsections (2) and (3) above. 

(5) The burning of a structure by the Prairie du Sac Fire Department for fire 
fighting practice, if the practice burn complies with applicable Department  
of Natural Resource regulations and if the structure is certified as asbestos 
free.  Prior to the fire, the owner of the structure must obtain a razing permit 
from the Village Building Inspector. 

(6)  Whenever approval and special permit are granted by the Fire Chief under 
Subsection (b)(2), (3) and (4) of this Section, the permit may specify and be 
conditioned on observance of safety restrictions set forth therein. 

(c)  CHIEF MAY PROHIBIT. The Fire Chief is permitted to prohibit any or all outdoor 
fires when atmospheric conditions or local circumstances make such fires 
hazardous. 

(d)  BURNING ON STREETS. No materials may be burned upon any street, curb, 
gutter or sidewalk. 

(e)  LIABILITY. Persons utilizing and maintaining outdoor fires shall be liable for any 
damage caused by the fire, including payment of all costs associated with 
suppression of the fire.   

(f) INSPECTION. The Fire Chief or authorized agent or employee of the Village of 
Prairie du Sac may inspect properties within the Village of Prairie du Sac for 
compliance with the provisions of this ordinance.  An inspection warrant may be 
obtained pursuant to Sec. 66.0119, Wis. Stats if an owner or occupant denies access 
to the property. 

(g) PENALTY.  The penalty for violation of any provision of this Sec. 3-2-9 shall be a 
forfeiture of not less than $25 or more than $300 plus the cost of inspection. 
Penalties shall be doubled for subsequent offenses occurring within 60 days.   

 
History: Code of Ordinances, 1986. Sec. 3-2-9 amended, Ordinance No. 3, Series of 2007.     
History: Code of Ordinances, 1986. Sec. 3-2-9(b)(1) amended, Ordinance No. 3, Series of 2008.     

 


