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SEC. 10-4-1  BUILDING CODE ESTABLISHED. 
 

(a)  TITLE. This Chapter shall be known as the "Building Code of the Village of Prairie du Sac" 
and will be referred to in this Chapter as "this Code" or "this Chapter." 

(b)  PURPOSE. This Chapter provides certain minimum standards, provisions and requirements 
for safe and stable design, methods of construction and uses of materials in buildings and/or 
structures hereafter erected, constructed, enlarged, altered, repaired, moved, converted to 
other uses or demolished, and regulates the equipment, maintenance, use and occupancy of 
all such buildings and/or structures. Its purpose is to protect and foster the health, safety, and 
well-being of persons occupying or using such buildings and the general public. 

(c)  SCOPE.  
(1)  New buildings hereafter erected in, or any building hereafter moved within or into, 

the Village shall conform to all the requirements of this Chapter except as they are 
herein specifically exempted from part or all of its provisions. Any alteration, 
enlargement or demolition of an existing building and any installation therein of 
electrical, gas, heating, plumbing or ventilating equipment which affects the health 
or safety of the users thereof or any other persons, is a "new building" to the extent 
of such change. Any existing building shall be considered a "new building" for the 
purposes of this Chapter whenever it is used for dwelling, commercial or industrial 
purposes unless it was being used for such purpose at the time this Chapter was 
enacted and is exempted by the laws of the State of Wisconsin and the Wisconsin 
Administrative Code.  

(2)  In addition to the activities described in this section and SEC. 10-4-4(a), the scope 
of this Chapter shall include the construction and inspection of one- and two-family 
dwellings built since June 1, 1980. Notwithstanding Wis. Adm. Code § SPS 320.05, 
the scope of this Chapter shall also include the construction and inspection of 
alterations and additions to one- and two-family dwellings built prior to June 1, 
1980. Petitions for variance and final appeals under Wis. Adm. Code § SPS 320.19 



  

and 320.21, respectively, shall be decided by the Village’s zoning board of appeals. 
Petitions for variance shall be decided pursuant to Wis. Adm. Code Chapter SPS 
320.19 (intro.) and Section 2-4-3 of the Village’s ordinances. As the zoning board of 
appeals approves petitions for variance, the Building Inspector is granted the 
authority to apply the results to similar circumstances by precedent. 

(3) The provisions of this Chapter supplement the laws of the State of Wisconsin 
pertaining to construction and use and the Zoning Code of the Village and 
amendments thereto to the date this Chapter was adopted and in no way supersede 
or nullify such laws and the said Zoning Code, unless said Zoning Code conflicts 
with the laws of the State of Wisconsin, in which case the laws of the State of 
Wisconsin shall control. 

 
SEC. 10-4-2 BUILDING INSPECTOR.  
 

(a) Building Inspector Qualifications; Appointment. The Building Inspector shall be appointed 
by the Village Board or its designee and shall be certified by the Department of Safety and 
Professional Services as required by the laws of the State of Wisconsin and this Chapter, 
including Wisconsin Statutes, Section 101.66(2) and Wis. Adm. Code Chapter SPS 305. 
Additionally, the Building Inspector or other assistant inspectors shall possess the 
certification categories of UDC Construction and HVAC, UDC Electrical, and UDC 
Plumbing.   

(b) Subordinates. The Building Inspector may hire or appoint, as necessary, substitute and 
subordinate inspectors. Any substitute or subordinate inspector hired or appointed by the 
Building Inspector to inspect buildings shall be certified by the Department of Safety and 
Professional Services as required by the laws of the State of Wisconsin and this Chapter, 
including Wisconsin Statutes, Section 101.66(2) and Wis. Adm. Code Chapter SPS 305.    

(c) Inspection Powers. The Building Inspector or an authorized certified agent may at all 
reasonable hours enter upon any public or private premises for inspection purposes and may 
require the production of the permit for any building, plumbing, electrical or heating work. 
No person shall interfere with or refuse to permit access to any such premises to the Building 
Inspector or his/her agent while in performance of his/her duties. In the event that the 
Building Inspector is refused access to any such premises, then the Building Inspector is 
authorized to apply for a special inspection warrant pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes, Section 
66.0119.  

(d) Building Inspector to Duties; Enforcement. The Building Inspector and his/her delegated 
representatives are hereby authorized and directed to administer and enforce all of the 
provisions of this Chapter, the Commercial Building Code, and the Uniform Dwelling Code. 
The Building Inspector shall perform all administrative tasks required by this Chapter and by 
the Department of Safety and Professional Services pursuant to the Commercial Building 
Code and the Uniform Dwelling Code. In addition, the Building Inspector shall keep a 
record of all applications for building permits in a book for such purpose and shall regularly 
number each permit in the order of its issue. The Building Inspector shall also keep a record 
showing the number, description and size of all buildings erected indicating the kind of 
materials used and the cost of each building and aggregate cost of all one- and two-family 
dwellings shall be kept. 
 

SEC. 10-4-3 CERTIFIED MUNICIPALITY STATUS.  
(a) Certified municipality. The Village has adopted Certified Municipality Status as described in 

Wis. Adm. Code §SPS 361.60.  
(b) The Village shall examine building plans and inspect buildings under Wis. Stat. §§ 

101.12(3)(a), (am), (b), and (g) and Wis. States. §§ 101.12(3g) consistent with Wis. Admin 
Code § SPS 361.60.   



  

(c) The Village shall cause permitting and inspection of commercial buildings to be completed 
using certified commercial building inspectors.  

(d) The Village shall assume the following responsibilities on behalf of the Department of 
Safety and Professional Services as a Certified Municipality: 
(1) Drawings, specifications and calculations for all the types of buildings and 
structures specified in Wis. Adm. Code § SPS 361.30, except state-owned buildings and 
structures, to be constructed within the limits of the Village shall be submitted to the Village.  
 

SEC. 10-4-4  BUILDING PERMITS AND INSPECTION. 
 

(a)  PERMIT REQUIRED. No building of any kind shall be moved within or into the Village 
and no new building or structure, or any part thereof, shall hereafter be constructed, erected, 
or ground broken for the same, or enlarged, altered, moved, demolished, razed or used 
within the Village, except as herein provided, until a valid permit therefor shall first have 
been obtained by the owner, individual, partnership, firm or corporation, or legal entity 
holding fee title, an easement or other interest in the property that allows for the undertaking 
of activities described in this Chapter, including agents thereof,  from the Building Inspector. 
Activities for which a valid permit must be obtained include all of the activities described 
under this Chapter and include, but are not limited, to the following:  
(1) Construction or erection of new one- and two-family residential dwellings, 

commercial buildings (including agriculture buildings), detached structures 
(including decks), and detached accessory buildings and structures.   

(2) Additions that increase the physical dimensions of an existing building, including 
decks.  

(3) Alterations to the structure of an existing building or structure.  
(4) Alterations to the heating, electrical, and/or plumbing systems of an existing 

building or structure.   
(5) Replacement of major building equipment, including furnaces and central air 

conditioners, water heaters, and any other major piece of mechanical equipment 
except as provided in SEC. 10-4-5(c)5.  

(6) Installation or replacement of electrical wiring in new and existing buildings or 
structures, excluding new wiring for existing industrial and manufacturing facilities 
that are not required to undergo building plan review by the State of Wisconsin.  

(7) Installation or replacement of HVAC elements in new and existing buildings and 
structures.  

(8) Installation of plumbing elements in new and existing buildings and structures.  
(9) Installation of new or re-wired electrical service in new and existing buildings and 

structures, including agricultural buildings.  
(b)  APPLICATION. Application for a building permit shall be made in writing upon a form 

furnished by the Building Inspector and shall state the name and address of the owner of the 
land and also the owner of the building if different, the legal description of the land upon 
which the building is to be located, the name and address of the designer, the use to which 
said building is to be put, and such other information as the Building Inspector may require. 

(c)  DEDICATED STREET AND APPROVED SUBDIVISION REQUIRED. No building 
permit shall be issued unless the property on which the building is proposed to be built abuts 
a street that has been dedicated for street purposes. No building permits shall be issued until 
the subdivision and required improvements are accepted by the Village Board, upon the 
recommendation of the Village Board. 

(d)  UTILITIES REQUIRED. 
(1)  Residential Buildings. No building permit shall be issued for the construction of any 

residential building until sewer, water, grading and graveling are installed in the 
streets necessary to service the property for which the permit is required, and a 



  

receipt for payment of electrical hookup is presented to the office of Building 
Inspector. 

(2)  Non-Residential Building. No building permit shall be issued for the construction of 
any building other than residential until contracts have been let for the installation of 
sewer, water, grading and graveling in the streets necessary to service the property 
for which the permit is requested. 

(3)  Occupancy. No person shall occupy any building until sewer, water, grading and 
graveling are installed in the streets necessary to service the property and a 
certificate of occupancy shall not be issued until such utilities are available to 
service the property. 

(4) Exceptions. Buildings or structures subject to the terms authorized or imposed by 
intergovernmental agreements entered into by the Village pursuant to Section 
66.0301, Stats., shall not be required to comply with this subsection.  

(e)  PLANS REQUIRED. With such application described under Section 10-4-4(b) there shall 
be submitted (1) applicable fees as set forth in SEC. 10-4-4(h) and (2) a complete set of 
plans, drawings, calculations and specifications, including a plot plan showing the location 
of the proposed building with respect to adjoining roads, highways, streets, alleys, lot lines 
and buildings. Additionally, the plot plan shall include existing and proposed grade 
elevations at the parcel corners, the highest curb elevation and the proposed top of 
foundation elevation for the principal structure. Submission of plans for buildings and 
structures as described under this Chapter, the Commercial Building Code, or the Uniform 
Dwelling Code shall comply with the provisions set forth in Wisconsin Adm. Code Chs. 
SPS 301-388, as applicable. One copy of the plans shall remain on file in the office of the 
Building Inspector.  

(f)  WAIVER OF PLANS. If the Building Inspector finds that the character of the work is 
sufficiently described in the application, he may waive the filing of plans for alterations, 
repairs or moving, except as prohibited by the laws of the State of Wisconsin and the 
Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

(g)  APPROVAL OF PLANS. 
(1)  If the Building Inspector determines that the building will comply in every respect 

with all ordinances and orders of the Village and all applicable laws, regulations, 
and orders of the State of Wisconsin, he/she shall issue a building permit which 
shall state the use to which said building is to be put, which shall be kept and 
displayed at the site of the proposed building. After being approved, the plans and 
specifications shall not be altered in any respect which involves any of the above 
mentioned ordinances, laws, regulations, or orders, or which involves the safety of 
the building or the occupants, except with the written consent of the Building 
Inspector. 

(2)  In case adequate plans are presented for part of the building only, the Building 
Inspector, at his/her discretion, may issue a permit for that part of the building 
before receiving the plans and specifications for the entire building. 

(3) No work is to be started unless a proper grade has been reviewed by the Street 
Department, including the grade for sidewalks, curb and gutter, driveways and 
general construction. 

(4) Upon placement of forms for construction of a foundation or footings of a new 
principal structure in which the location of said foundation or footings lies within 
two (2) feet of the required setbacks or at the request of the Building Inspector, a 
registered land surveyor shall prepare a site plan or survey of the property to verify 
that the location of the structure on the property complies with all applicable setback 
requirements. Said survey or site plan shall be provided to the Building Inspector no 
later than the foundation inspection. Failure to provide said survey will result in the 
suspension of building permit. Failure to comply with applicable setback 
requirements will result in issuance of order of correction by Building Inspector. 



  

 (h)  FEES. The building permit fee schedule shall be adopted by resolution by the Village Board 
and incorporated herein by reference, a copy of which shall be maintained on file with the 
Building Inspector and, as applicable, shall include the applicable fee as set forth under Wis. 
Admin. Code ch. SPS 302 and be forwarded to the Wisconsin Department of Safety and 
Professional Services for a UDC permit seal that shall be assigned to any new dwelling,. 

(i)  INSPECTION OF WORK. The builder shall notify the Building Inspector when ready for 
inspections and the Building Inspector shall inspect within forty-eight (48) hours of notice 
all buildings at the following stages of construction: 
(1)  Footing and foundation; 
(2)  General framing, rough electrical, plumbing and heating;  
(3)  Insulation; and 
(4)  Final. 

  If he/she finds that the work conforms to the provisions of this Chapter, he/she shall issue a 
certificate of occupancy which shall contain the date and the result of such inspection, a 
duplicate of which shall be filed in the office of the Building Inspector. 

 (j)  ISSUANCE AND REVOCATION OF PERMIT. No new building shall be occupied or 
otherwise used prior to the issuance of an occupancy permit. The permit may be revoked at 
the discretion of the Building Inspector upon thirty (30) days notice to the user or occupant 
of the building. 

(k)  PERMIT LAPSES. A building permit shall lapse and be void unless building operations are 
commenced within six (6) months, or if construction has not been completed within one (1) 
year, from the date of issuance thereof. 

(1) REVOCATION. If the Building Inspector finds at any time that applicable ordinances, laws, 
orders, regulations, plans and/or specifications are not being complied with, and that the 
holder of the permit refused to conform after written warning or instruction has been issued 
to him, he/she shall revoke the building, electrical or plumbing permit by written notice 
posted at the site of the work. When any such permit is revoked, it shall be unlawful to do 
any further work thereunder until the permit is reissued, except such work as the Building 
Inspector may order to be done as a condition precedent to the reissuance of the permit or as 
he may require for the preservation of human life and safety. 

(m)  REPORT OF VIOLATIONS. The police or other Village officers shall report at once to the 
Building Inspector any building which is being carried on without a permit as required by 
this Chapter. 

 
SEC. 10-4-5  STATE UNIFORM DWELLING CODE ADOPTED. 
 

(a)  STATE CODE ADOPTED. The administrative code provisions and their appendices 
describing and defining regulations with respect to one- and two-family dwellings under 
Chapters SPS 320-325 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code are hereby adopted and by 
reference made a part of this Chapter as if fully set forth herein. Any act required to be 
performed or prohibited by an administrative code provision incorporated herein by 
reference is required to be performed or is otherwise prohibited by this Chapter. Any future 
amendments, revisions or modifications of the administrative code provisions incorporated 
herein are intended to be made part of this Chapter to secure uniform statewide regulation of 
one- and two-family dwellings in this Village and the State of Wisconsin. A copy of these 
administrative code provisions and any future amendments shall be kept on file in the 
Village Administrator's Office. 

(b)  SCOPE. In addition to the activities described in SEC. 10-4-4(a) the scope of this Chapter 
includes the construction and inspection of one- and two-family dwellings built since June 1, 
1980. Notwithstanding Wis. Adm. Code Chapter SPS 320.05, the scope of this Section also 
includes the construction and inspection of alterations and additions to one- and two-family 
dwellings built before June 1, 1980. Petitions for variance and final appeals under Wis. 
Adm. Code Chapter SPS 320.19 and 320.21, respectively, shall be decided by the Village’s 



  

zoning board of appeals. Petitions for variance shall be decided pursuant to Wis. Adm. Code 
Chapter SPS 320.19 (intro.) and Section 2-4-3 of the Village’s ordinances. As the zoning 
board of appeals approves petitions for variance, the Building Inspector is granted the power 
and authority to apply the results to similar circumstances by precedent. 

 
(c) DEFINITIONS. 

(1)  Addition. "Addition" means new construction performed on a dwelling which 
increases the outside dimensions of the dwelling. 

(2)  Alteration. "Alteration" means a substantial change or modification other than an 
addition or minor repair to a dwelling or to systems involved within a dwelling.  

(3)  Department. "Department" means the Department of Safety and Professional 
Services. 

(4)  Dwelling. "Dwelling" means: 
a.  any building, the initial construction of which is commenced on or after the 

effective date of this Chapter, which contains one or two dwelling units, or  
b.  an existing structure, or that part of an existing structure, which is used or 

intended to be used as a one- or two-family dwelling. 
(5)  Minor Repair. "Minor repair" means repair performed for maintenance or 

replacement purposes on any existing one- or two-family dwelling which does not 
affect room arrangement, light and ventilation, access to or efficiency of any exit 
stairways or exits, fire protection, or exterior aesthetic appearance, residing, re-
roofing, finishing of interior surfaces and installation of cabinetry, and which does 
not increase a given occupancy and use, and is not described in SEC. 10-4-4(a). No 
building permit is required for work to be performed which is deemed minor repair 
under this subsection. 

(6)  One- or Two-Family Dwelling. "A one- or two-family dwelling" means a building 
structure which contains one or separate households intended to be used as a home, 
residence or sleeping place by an individual or by two or more individuals 
maintaining a common household, to the exclusion of all others. 

(7)  Person. "Person" means an owner, individual, partnership, firm or corporation, or 
legal entity holding fee title, an easement or other interest in the property that allows 
the person to undertake activities described in this Chapter, including the agents 
thereof. 

(8)  Uniform Dwelling Code. "Uniform Dwelling Code" means those administrative 
code provisions, and any future amendments, revisions or modifications thereto, 
contained in following chapters of the Wisconsin Administrative Code: 
Wis. Adm. Code Chapter SPS 320 -- Administration and Enforcement 
Wis. Adm. Code Chapter SPS 321 -- Construction Standards 
Wis. Adm. Code Chapter SPS 322 -- Energy Conservation  
Wis. Adm. Code Chapter SPS 323 -- Heating, Ventilating and Air Conditioning  
Wis. Adm. Code Chapter SPS 324 -- Electrical Standards 
Wis. Adm. Code Chapter SPS 325 -- Plumbing  
Wis. Adm. Code Chapter SPS 325 Appendix A -- UDC Appendix A 
Wis. Adm. Code Chapter SPS 325 Appendix A -- UDC Appendix B 
Wis. Adm. Code Chapter SPS 325 Appendix A -- UDC Appendix C 

    
SEC. 10-4-6  SEVERABILITY. 
 
 If any section, clause, provision or portion of this Chapter or of chapters SPS 320, 321, 322, 323, 324 

and 325, Wis. Adm. Code, is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent 
jurisdiction, the remaining provisions shall not be affected. 

 
SEC. 10-4-7  CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS; CODES ADOPTED. 



  

 
(a)  PORTIONS OF COMMERCIAL BUILDING CODE ADOPTED. Chapters SPS 361 

through SPS 366, Wis. Adm. Code (Commercial Building Code) are hereby adopted and 
made a part of this Chapter with respect to those classes of buildings to which these Codes 
specifically apply. Any future amendments, revisions and modifications of said Chs. SPS 
361 through SPS 366 incorporated herein are intended to be made a part of this Code. A 
copy of Chs. SPS 361 through SPS 366, and amendments thereto, shall be kept on file by the 
Building Inspector. 

(b)  STATE PLUMBING CODE ADOPTED. The provisions and regulations of Wis. Adm. 
Code Chs. SPS 381 through 387 are hereby made a part of this Chapter by reference and 
shall extend over and govern the installation of all plumbing installed, altered or repaired in 
the Village. Any further amendments, revisions and modifications of said Code incorporated 
herein are intended to be made part of this Chapter. 

(c)  STATE ELECTRICAL CODE ADOPTED. 
(1)  Wis. Adm. Code SPS Ch. 316 is hereby adopted by reference and made a part of 

this Chapter, subject to the exceptions set forth in this Chapter and Wis. Adm. Code 
Ch. 316, and shall apply to all buildings and structures covered by this Chapter.  

(d)  ADDITIONAL CODES ADOPTED. The following Chapters of the Wisconsin 
Administrative Code, including any future amendments, revisions and modifications, are 
hereby adopted and made a part of this Chapter:  

  (1) Wis. Adm. Code Chapter SPS 302.31 -- Plan Review Fee Schedule  
  (2) Wis. Adm. Code Chapter SPS 305 – Credentials 
  (3) Wis. Adm. Code Chapter SPS 327 – Campgrounds 
  (4) Wis. Adm. Code Chapter SPS 375 through 379 -- Buildings Constructed Prior to 

1914 
(e)  CONFLICTS. If, in the opinion of the Building Inspector and the Village Board, the 

provisions of the Commercial Building Code adopted under Section 10-4-7(a) conflict with 
the provisions of the Federal Housing Administration standards in their application to any 
proposed building or structure, the Inspector and/or the Village shall apply the most stringent 
provisions in determining whether or not the proposed building meets the requirements of 
this Section. 

 
SEC. 10-4-8  NEW METHODS AND MATERIALS. 
 

(a)  All materials, methods of construction and devices designed for use in buildings or 
structures covered by this section and not specifically mentioned in or permitted by this 
section shall not be so used until approved in writing by the State Department Safety and 
Professional Services for use in buildings or structures covered by the Wisconsin 
Commercial Building Code or the Uniform Dwelling Code, except sanitary appliances, 
which shall be approved in accordance with the State Plumbing Code. 

(b)  Such materials, methods of construction and devices, when approved, must be installed or 
used in strict compliance with the manufacturer's specifications and any rules or conditions 
of use established by the State Department of Safety and Professional Services. The data, 
tests and other evidence necessary to prove the merits of such material, method of 
construction or device shall be determined by the State Department of Safety and 
Professional Services. 

 
SEC. 10-4-9  UNSAFE BUILDINGS. 
 

Whenever the Building Inspector and Village Board find any building or part thereof within the 
Village to be in their judgment so old, dilapidated or out of repair as to be dangerous, unsafe, 
unsanitary or otherwise unfit for human occupancy or use, and so that it would be unreasonable to 
repair the same, they shall order the owner to raze and remove such building or part thereof, or if it 



  

can be made safe by repairs to repair and make safe and sanitary, or to raze and remove at the 
owner's option. Such order and proceedings shall be as provided in Wisconsin Statutes, Sections 
66.0413 and/or 66.0427, as applicable. 

 
SEC. 10-4-10  DISCLAIMER ON INSPECTIONS. 
 

The purpose of the inspections under this Chapter is to improve the quality of housing in the Village. 
The inspections and the reports and findings issued after the inspections are not intended as, nor are 
they to be construed, as a guarantee. In order to so advise owners and other interested persons, a 
disclaimer shall be included in each inspection report as follows: "The findings of inspection 
contained herein are intended to report conditions of noncompliance with code standards that are 
readily apparent at the time of inspection. The inspection does not involve a detailed examination of 
the mechanical systems or the closed structural and nonstructural elements of the building and 
premises. No warranty of the operation, use or durability of equipment and materials not specifically 
cited herein is expressed or implied.” 

 
 
SEC. 10-4-11  GARAGES. 
 

Notwithstanding Wis. Adm. Code Chapter SPS 320.05, the permit requirements described in SEC. 
10-4-4(a) also include the construction and inspection of detached garages serving one- and two- 
family dwellings. The building structure and any heating, electrical or plumbing systems shall 
comply with the Uniform Dwelling Code. Petitions for variance and final appeals under Wis. Adm. 
Code Chapters SPS 320.19 and 320.21, respectively, shall be decided by the Village’s zoning board 
of appeals. Petitions for variance shall be decided pursuant to Wis. Adm. Code Chapter SPS 320.19 
(intro.) and Section 2-4-3 of the Village’s ordinances. As the zoning board of appeals approves 
petitions for variance, the Building Inspector is granted the power to apply the results to similar 
circumstances by precedent. 

 
SEC. 10-4-12  REGULATION AND PERMIT FOR RAZING BUILDINGS. 
 

(a)  No building within the Village of Prairie du Sac shall be razed without a permit from the 
Village Building Inspector. A snow fence or other approved barricade shall be provided as 
soon as any portion of the building is removed and shall remain during razing operations. 
After all razing operations have been completed, the foundation shall be filled at least one 
(1) foot above the adjacent grade, the property raked clean, and all debris hauled away. 
Razing permits shall lapse and be void unless the work authorized thereby is commenced 
within six (6) months from the date thereof or completed within thirty (30) days from the 
date of commencement of said work. Any unfinished portion of work remaining beyond the 
required thirty (30) days must have special approval from the Village Building Inspector. 

(b)  All debris must be hauled away at the end of each day for the work that was done on that 
day. No combustible material shall be used for backfill, but shall be hauled away. There 
shall not be any burning of materials on the site of the razed building. If any razing or 
removal operation under this Section results in, or would likely result in, an excessive 
amount of dust particles in the air creating a nuisance in the vicinity thereof, the permittee 
shall take all necessary steps, by use of water spraying or other appropriate means, to 
eliminate such nuisance. The permittee shall take all necessary steps, prior to the razing of a 
building, through the employment of a qualified person in the field of pest control or by 
other appropriate means, to treat the building as to prevent the spread and migration of 
rodents and insects therefrom during and after the razing operations. 

 
SEC. 10-4-13  INSTALLATION AND OPERATION OF SOLID FUEL HEATING UNITS. 
 



  

(a)  APPLICATION. This Section shall apply to all solid fuel heating units installed in the 
Village of Prairie du Sac. No person shall install or operate a solid fuel heating unit which 
fails to comply with the requirement of this Section. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.  
(1) Outdoor Recreation Heating Device – shall mean all solid-fuel-burning devices, 

including but not limited to wood or coal, which are (i) located exterior to any 
structure and (ii) do not provide usable heat from combustion of solid fuel for the 
benefit of the interior of any such structure(s). 

(2) Outdoor Solid Fuel Heating Device – shall mean any all solid-fuel-burning devices, 
including but not limited to wood or coal, which are (i) located exterior to any 
structure used or usable for human habitation and (ii) designed or constructed for 
solid fuel combustion so that the usable heat derived from combustion is intended 
for the benefit of the interior of any such structure(s). 

(3) Person.  An individual, partnership, corporation, company or other association. 
(4) Public Nuisance.  Any act or failure to perform a duty required by this Section 

and/or which is defined as a public nuisance under Title 9, Chapter 6 of this Code of 
Ordinances. 

(5) Solid Fuel Heating Unit shall mean all solid-fuel-burning devices or appliances 
described in Wis. Adm. Code § SPS 362.0202(2)(f), as amended from time to time, 
excluding however, Outdoor Solid Fuel Heating Devices. 

(c) PROHIBITION.  No Outdoor Solid Fuel Heating Device shall be operated within the 
Village of Prairie du Sac.  Any such devices existing as of the date of enactment of this 
Ordinance shall be deemed a legal, non-conforming use. 

(d) INSTALLATION OF SOLID FUEL HEATING UNITS.  All solid fuel heating units shall 
be installed in accordance with the requirements of Wis. Adm. Code Chapters SPS 321 and 
362, as applicable, and as amended from time to time. 

(e) PERMIT FOR OUTDOOR RECREATIONAL HEATING DEVICE.  No person shall 
install, or cause to be installed, or operate an Outdoor Recreational Heating Device without 
first obtaining a permit from the Village Administrator or Building Inspector.  Any such 
Outdoor Recreational Heating Device existing prior to February 1, 2004, on registration of 
complaint to the Building Inspector or Police Department, shall be removed within ninety 
(90) days of notification of noncompliance from the Village Building Inspector or Police 
Department unless the owner/operator thereof obtains a permit thereof. 

(f) PERMIT FEE. A fee as stated in the Schedule of Fees shall be paid by the applicant for each 
Outdoor Recreational Heating Device installed. 

(g) STANDARDS ADOPTED.  All Solid Fuel Heating Unties and all Outdoor Recreational 
Heating Devices shall meet all applicable standards of the Environmental Protection Agency 
of the United States and the Department of Commerce, including any amendments thereto 
adopted after the effective date of this ordinance. 

(h) INSPECTION. No person shall operate or permit the operation of a solid fuel heating unit 
without first calling for an inspection and receiving final approval from the Building 
Inspector. 

(i) CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS.  All Solid Fuel Heating Units shall comply with all 
applicable requirements of Wis. Adm. Code Chapter 321and the Uniform Dwelling Code. 

(j) SETBACK AND YARD REQUIREMENTS.  All Outdoor Recreational Heating Devices 
are deemed accessory structures for purposes of zoning requirements.  In all residential 
zoning districts, Outdoor Recreational Heating Devices shall not occupy more that 10% of 
the rear yard, shall not exceed 15 feet in height (excluding chimney), and shall not be nearer 
than 8 feet to any lot line.  No Outdoor Recreational Heating Device shall be located in the 
front yard. 

(k) PENALTY.  Any person who constructs, operates, fails to remove or modify any Solid Fuel 
Heating Unit, Outdoor Recreational Heating Device or an Outdoor Solid Fuel Heating 
Device that does not comply with the requirements of this Ordinance shall forfeit not less 



  

than $25.00 nor more than $1,000.00 for each day the non-complying unit remains on the 
premises. 
 

SEC. 10-4-14  BASEMENTS. 
 

First floor subflooring shall be completed within sixty (60) days after the basement is 
excavated. In the event the first floor subflooring of a basement is not completed within sixty 
(60) days after the basement is excavated, the penalties described in Section 10-4-18 shall 
apply and/or the Village may rescind any building permit granted if, after twenty-four (24) 
months after the permit’s grant, the dwelling exterior has not been completed.  

 
 
SEC. 10-4-15  DISCHARGE OF CLEAR WATERS. 
 

(a)  DISCHARGE. No person shall cause, allow or permit any roof drain, surface drain, subsoil 
drain, drain from any mechanical device, gutter, ditch, pipe, conduit, sump pump, or any 
other object or thing used for the purposes of collecting, conducting, transporting, diverting, 
draining or discharging clear water from any part of any private premises owned or occupied 
by said person to discharge into a sanitary sewer. 

(b)  NUISANCE. The discharge into a sanitary sewer from any roof drain, surface drain, subsoil 
drain, drain from any mechanical device, gutter, ditch, pipe, conduit, sump pump or any 
other object or thing used for the purposes of collecting, conducting, transporting, diverting, 
draining or discharging clear water from any part of any private premises is hereby declared 
to be a public nuisance and a hazard to the health, safety and well-being of the residents of 
the Village and to the protection of property. 

(c)  GROUNDWATER. Where deemed necessary by the Building Inspector, every house shall 
have a sump pump installed for the purpose of discharging clear waters from foundation 
drains and ground infiltration and where the building is not serviced by a storm sewer shall 
either discharge into an underground conduit leading to a drainage ditch, gutter, dry well, or 
shall discharge onto the ground surface in such other manner as will not constitute a 
nuisance as defined herein. 

(d)  STORM WATER. All roof drains, surface drains, drains from any mechanical device, 
gutters, pipe, conduits or any other objects or things used for the purpose of collecting, 
conducting, transporting, diverting, draining or discharging storm waters shall be discharged 
either to a storm sewer, a dry well, an underground conduit leading to a drainage ditch or 
onto the ground surface in such other manner as will not constitute a nuisance as defined 
herein. 

(e)  STORM SEWER LATERAL. Where municipal storm sewers are provided and it is deemed 
necessary by the property owner and/or the Village to discharge clear waters from a parcel 
of land, a storm sewer lateral shall be installed and connected to the storm sewer main at the 
expense of the owner. 

(f)  CONDUCTING TESTS. If the Building Inspector or his designated agent suspects an illegal 
clear water discharge, as defined by this Code or by any other applicable provision of the 
Wisconsin Administrative Code as it may from time to time be amended, he may, upon 
reasonable notice and at reasonable times, enter the private premises where such illegal clear 
water discharge is suspected and conduct appropriate tests to determine whether such 
suspected illegal clear water discharge actually exists. 

(g)  COMPLIANCE AND PENALTY. Any person determined to be in violation of any 
provision of this Section shall be given a written notice stating the nature of such violation 
and providing a reasonable time limit for the satisfactory correction thereof. Any person who 
shall continue any violation beyond the foregoing time limits shall, upon conviction thereof, 
be subject to the penalties of Section 1-1-6 of the Village’s ordinances. 

 



  

SEC. 10-4-16  DUPLEX SERVICE CONNECTIONS. 
 
 Each unit of a duplex shall have separate water and sewer services. 
 
SEC. 10-4-17 APPEALS. 
 

(a) Unless otherwise specified by any other provision or provisions of this Chapter, a person 
aggrieved by a determination under this Chapter may appeal the determination pursuant to 
the procedures set forth in Title 2, Chapter 8 of the Village’s ordinances.  

(b) An aggrieved person includes any individual, partnership, corporation, association, public or 
private organization; officer, department, board, commission or agency of the Village, 
whose rights, duties or privileges are adversely affected by a determination of a municipal 
authority. No department, board, commission, agency, officer or employee of the Village 
who is aggrieved may initiate review under this chapter of a determination of any other 
department, board, commission, agency, officer or employee of the Village, but may 
respond or intervene in a review proceeding initiated by another. 

 
SEC. 10-4-18  PENALTIES AND VIOLATIONS. 
 

(a) No person, entity, or firm may erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, remodel, or demolish, 
any building or structure in a manner that violates any provision or provisions of this 
Chapter.  

(b) Any building or structure hereafter erected, enlarged, altered, repaired, remodeled, 
demolished, or any use hereafter established, in violation of the provisions of this Chapter 
shall be deemed an unlawful building, structure or use. The Building Inspector shall 
promptly report all such violations to the Village Attorney, who shall bring an action to 
enjoin the erection, enlargement, alteration, repair or moving of such building or structure of 
the establishment of such use, or to cause such building, structure or use to be removed and 
may also be subject to a penalty as provided in Section 10-4-18(d) of the Village’s 
ordinances. In any such action, the fact that a permit was issued shall not constitute a 
defense, nor shall any error, oversight or dereliction of duty on the part of the Building 
Inspector constitute a defense. Compliance with the provisions of this Chapter may also be 
enforced by injunction order at the suit of the owner or owners of any real estate within the 
jurisdiction of this Chapter. 

(c) Violations discovered by the Building Inspector shall be corrected within thirty (30) days, or 
more, if allowed by the Building Inspector, after written notice is given. Violations involving 
life or safety issues shall be corrected in a reasonable time frame as established by the 
Building Inspector.  

(d) The enforcement of this Chapter and all other laws and ordinances relating to building shall 
be by means of the withholding of building permits, imposition of forfeitures and injunctive 
action. Forfeitures shall be not less than $25.00 nor more than $1,000.00 for each day of 
noncompliance.  

 
 

History: Code of Ordinances, 1986. Chapter 4 of Title 10 Recreated, Ordinance No. 2, Series of 2022.  Chapter 4 of Title 10 Recreated, 
Ordinance No. 3, Series of 2025.     
 


