Community Survey Results

March 17, 2025

In Winter 2024-25, the Village of Sauk City, Village of Prairie du Sac, and Town of Prairie du Sac
conducted a community survey to gather residents’ visions for the future of the Sauk Prairie
Area and advice on community development issues relevant to a pending Sauk Prairie
Comprehensive Plan update. The Plan guides future growth and preservation decision making.

This survey was conducted primarily online using Survey Monkey, though hard copies of the
survey were also available. The municipalities used various means and media to direct
residents to the survey. 654 responses were submitted (all but 16 online), with 584 residing in
the Town or two Villages. This represents about 8% of the Sauk Prairie Area’s adult population.
Demographic information for survey respondents are as follows:

About 37% of respondents were Village of Sauk City residents, another 36% were Village
of Prairie du Sac residents, 17% were Town of Prairie du Sac residents, and 11% stated
they did not live in any of these three municipalities. As of the 2020 Census, 47% of the
three-municipality population lived in the Village of Prairie du Sac, 41% in the Village of
Sauk City, and 12% in the Town of Prairie du Sac. As a percentage of their total adult
population, Town residents were slightly overrepresented among survey respondents
and Village of Prairie du Sac residents were slightly underrepresented.

Survey respondents trended younger than resulting from a comparable survey in 2003
and the current overall Sauk Prairie Area adult population, as reported in the Census
Bureau’s 2023 American Community Survey (ACS). About 28% of survey respondents
are 30-39 years old, 22% are 40-49 years old, and 25% are 50-65 years old. About 18%
are aged 65+ and 7% are aged 29 years old or younger.

Relatedly, a greater percentage of survey respondents have children under 19 years old
in their household than indicated for the general population by the 2023 ACS. About
50% of survey respondents had children under 19 in their household, compared to the
27% reported in the 2023 ACS. The age distribution of children in such respondent
households was as follows: 0-4 year-olds (20%), 5-10 year-olds (22%), 11-14 year-olds
(18%), and 15-18 year-olds (16%).

About 50% respondents have lived in the Sauk Prairie Area for 20+ years while 16% have
lived in the Sauk Prairie Area for five or fewer years. In the comparable 2003 survey,
58% of respondents had lived in the Area for 20+ years and 15% five or fewer years.

Survey respondents were more likely to own their own home than the general
population. Nine out of every 10 (90.5%) of respondents own their Sauk Prairie Area
residence, compared to 73% per the 2023 ACS. This 90.5% is a similar to the percentage
from the 2003 survey.

The following pages feature the responses to each of the substantive questions in the survey, in
some cases comparing responses to those from a similar survey conducted in 2003 supporting
the Sauk Prairie Comprehensive Plan update at the time (for which 664 responses were
received).
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QUESTION 1: From among the choices below, please place a check next to the top THREE
reasons why you or your family chooses to live in the Sauk Prairie Area.

Near friends and family

Small community atmosphere

Work in Sauk Prairie Area

Local schools

Good highway network (e.g., Highways 12, 60)
Open spaces and farmland

Low crime rate

Wisconsin River

Close to regional recreational areas, like Devil’s Lake
Local parks and trails

Reasonable home prices

Local health care offerings

Reasonable property taxes

Easy to get around area

My neighborhood

Community services, such as library or church
Close to shopping and services

Local arts, culture, and entertainment
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From among the choices presented, “near friends and family” and “small community
atmosphere” were separated at the top from other responses. The next tier included “work in
Sauk Prairie Area” and “local schools”. Together, these responses generally reflect
practical/functional reasons for living in the Sauk Prairie Area, plus an affinity for features that
reflect “small community atmosphere” for which later responses provide some detail.
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QUESTION 2: Do you believe the overall experience living in the Sauk Prairie Area has
improved, stayed about the same, or declined over the past ten years (or since you have lived
here, if less)?

® Improved
m Stayed the same

m Declined

® No opinion

About one-half of survey respondents stated that their overall experience living in the Sauk
Prairie Area has improved. In surveys of other communities, “stayed about the same” is usually
the most common response to this same question.

QUESTION 3: Briefly explain why you answered the last question the way you did, please.

This question allowed for open-ended responses, which were offered by 515 participants.
ChatGPT was used to help characterize and summarize responses.

Of the “improved” responses, most mentioned business stability, new business growth,
community improvements and amenities (such as Culver Community Park and libraries), and
low crime rates as features improving the overall experience in the Sauk Prairie Area.

Of the “declined” responses, some expressed concerns about lack of retail, services, specialty
shops, and dining options. Other respondents pointed to evolving community dynamics due to
societal and political changes. Some expressed concern that the Village of Sauk City seems
stagnant, with the Village of Prairie du Sac believed to be receiving more recent growth and
improvements.
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QUESTION 4: How do you rate the following facilities and services available in the Sauk
Prairie Area?

Public libraries

Access to natural and open areas

Fire protection

Parks and recreation facilities
Ambulance service

Health care services

Public school buildings
Community events

Garbage & recycling collection
Chamber of Commerce
Police protection

Access to the arts

Village or Town Hall

Snow removal

Public school education
Drinking water quality

Youth recreation programs
Community center

Sidewalks and paths

Street maintenance

Public meeting facilities

Adult recreation programs

Senior services

Sauk Prairie Airport
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More than one-half of survey respondents rated “public libraries” and “access to natural open
areas” as excellent. Over the past two decades, both Villages have developed new libraries,
improved their waterfronts, and contributed to completion of the Great Sauk State Trail.
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Relatedly, “parks and recreation” facilities may have been rated highly due to recent
investments in Culver Community Park, Sauk City’s Riverfront Park, and Prairie du Sac’s
Riverwalk Park and Overlook. Fire and emergency medical services were also highly rated.
Though a majority responded that “street maintenance” was excellent or good, it received a
fair number of poor responses too. This may be connected to the condition of Water Street,
which WisDOT has scheduled to rebuild in 2027 and 2028.

Most of the other facilities and services in the Sauk Prairie Area were either rated as excellent
or good by the majority of respondents, except for “senior services”, “Sauk Prairie Airport”, and
“transportation options.” This being said, many respondents said these facilities or services
were not applicable to them. About one-in-five respondents rated “transportation options” as
poor. Options to travel from the Sauk Prairie Area to other areas are generally limited to
private passenger vehicles.

QUESTION 5: Looking forward over the next ten years, which one of the following statements
best reflects your attitude on future residential growth in the Sauk Prairie Area?

More residential growth
should be encouraged

m The municipalities should try
to limit residential growth

® The municipalities should
neither try to encourage nor
limit residential growth

No opinion

About one-third of respondents suggested that the Sauk Prairie Area ought to encourage more
residential growth while another roughly one-third stated the municipalities should neither try
to encourage nor limit residential growth. About one-in-five survey respondents stated the
Sauk Prairie Area should try to limit residential growth. These responses are generally in line
with recent Sauk Prairie Comprehensive Plan initiatives to “promote development of new
residential subdivisions” and “advance different housing types to respond to generational and
workforce needs”—and local efforts to get such projects built.
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QUESTION 6: What types of NEW housing should the Sauk Prairie Area accommodate? Please
check all that apply?

Single family housing, less than $500,000

Senior housing with lower-than-average
monthly costs

Apartments with lower-than-average rents (e.g.,
less than $1,100 for a one-bedroom)

Duplexes

Townhouses or rowhouses

Housing mixed with commercial uses in planned
developments

Single family housing, more than $500,000

Apartments with rents that are average or
higher-than-average

Senior housing with average or higher-than-
average monthly costs

Accessory dwelling units (i.e., 2nd, smaller
dwelling unit on a single family lot)
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The greatest levels of support among respondents were for new single-family homes with a
price under $500,000. This is increasingly difficult to attain. Before answering this question,
respondents were provided with the following information: “Most new house + lot
combinations cost $500,000 or more.” In Madison-area communities, builders are increasingly
relying on “zero-lot-line” duplexes and townhomes to hit the sub-$500,000 price point, which
also seemed to be reasonably supported among survey respondents.

Respondents also voiced significant support for “senior housing with lower-than-average
monthly costs” and “apartments with lower-than-average rents”. These responses may be due
almost no new building activity in these categories over the past decade, which has contributed
to significantly increased rents for the existing stock. It also supports a current Comprehensive
Plan initiative to “advance different housing types to respond to generational and workforce
needs” and reflects more concern with affordable housing than observed from the 2003 survey.
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QUESTION 7: What types of new NON-residential uses should the Sauk Prairie Area
accommodate in appropriate areas? Please check all that apply.

Sit down restaurants or brewpubs

Small-scale retail/shopping (e.g., specialty shops)

Large-scale retail/shopping (e.g., supermarkets,
department stores)

Additional or expanded office, research, and/or
health care campuses

Fast food restaurants

Tourist-oriented uses (e.g., recreation outfitters,
specialty stores)

Agricultural support businesses (e.g., feed and
seed, ag equipment)

Service-related uses (e.g., hair care, repair shops)

Additional or expanded industrial/manufacturing
parks

Farming operations

Commercial recreation uses (e.g., dance or martial
arts studios, exercise facilities)

Highway commercial uses (e.g., hotels,
convenience stores)

Sand and gravel excavation
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The greatest number of survey respondents indicated support for new “sit down restaurants
and brewpubs”, followed by new “retail/shopping” options of various sizes. These responses
reflect back to an earlier question, in which many respondents expressed concerns about lack
of retail, services, and specialty shops as well as a lack of dining options in the Sauk Prairie Area.
Many fewer respondents expressed support for new “highway commercial uses (e.g., hotels,
convenience stores)” —perhaps feeling that these commercial uses are in ampler supply locally.

The above responses are generally similar to those to a similar question in the 2003 community
survey, except for some reduced current support for both “additional or expanded
industrial/manufacturing parks” and “farming operations” (but see next question responses).
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QUESTION 8: How much do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements
about future growth and preservation in the Sauk Prairie Area?

Farming in the Sauk Prairie Area should be
supported

The Village of Sauk City should continue to
encourage downtown revitalization

The Village of Prairie du Sac should continue to
encourage downtown revitalization

It is important to interconnect different parts of the
Sauk Prairie Area with streets, sidewalks, and paths

The Sauk Prairie Area municipalities should
continue to seek opportunities for service
consolidation
The Sauk Prairie Area should advocate for a south
bypass for Highway 12, taking it off of Phillips
Boulevard

The Village of Prairie du Sac should allow expansion
of its industrial park to the north

The Village of Sauk City should allow expansion of
its industrial park to the west

The Sauk Prairie Area should work to keep Highway
12 on its current north-south alignment with more
lanes when necessary
The Sauk Prairie Area should try to keep future
growth inside (east) of the north-south segment of
Highway 12
Neighborhood preservation around the downtown
areas is more important than downtown business
expansion
Prairie du Sac should allow a rural industrial park for
low water users west of Highway 12 between
Highway PF and Sauk Prairie Road

The Sauk Prairie Area should continue to limit rural
housing on well and septic systems
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Support for farming appears to grow substantially compared to those from the previous
guestion—maybe because it focuses more on the land use than impacts (“operations”). Other
apparent interest for more rural housing may be at odds with support for farming.

Also reflecting back to the prior question, most respondents expressed support for expansions
of Sauk City’s and Prairie du Sac’s existing industrial parks. Fewer than 40% believed that
“Prairie du Sac should allow a rural industrial park for low water users west of Highway 12
between Highway PF and Sauk Prairie Road”. Perhaps relatedly, more respondents than not
agreed that “the Sauk Prairie Area should try to keep future growth inside (east) of the north-
south segment of Highway 12” —but support for this position declined from the 2003 survey.

Continued downtown revitalization and interconnecting different parts of the Sauk Prairie Area
with streets, sidewalks, and paths were very popular—receiving support from over 85% of
respondents. About 75% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed that “the Sauk Prairie Area
municipalities should continue to seek opportunities for service consolidation”.

Most respondents suggested that the Sauk Prairie Area should try to keep the north-south
segment of Highway 12 on its current alignment with lane expansions, as necessary. At the
same time, more respondents disagreed with the following statement than with any other
statement: “The Sauk Prairie Area should advocate for a south bypass for Highway 12, taking it
off of Phillips Boulevard.” These responses lend support to efforts to keep Highway 12 on its
current alignment, such as keeping a wide corridor open (setbacks) and limiting driveways.

QUESTION 9: Please complete the following statement: As | look forward over the next
several years, | wish the Sauk Prairie Area would...

This question required open-ended responses, offered by 505 participants. As summarized
with ChatGPT’s assistance, five main themes expressed in response to this question are:

1. Business Growth & Economic Development — Many respondents emphasized the
importance of attracting and supporting businesses, while maintaining a balance
between more growth and small community character.

2. Preservation of Small-Town Identity — Responses reinforced a strong desire to retain the
Sauk Prairie Area’s historical and small-town charm, and avoiding rapid expansion or
development that could lead to challenges perceived as more common in larger areas.

3. Affordable & Senior Housing — Several responses highlighted the need for more housing
options, particularly affordable housing and senior living.

4. |Infrastructure & Public Space Maintenance — Concerns about road conditions, traffic
management, and public spaces indicate interest in better upkeep and improvements.

5. Local Governance & Policy Priorities — Some respondents express concern about
government spending, regulations, and school policies.
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